The life cycle of a butterfly

Have you ever observed the Lntrlcate symmetry af a butterfys ngs'? Their beauty is remarkable.
However, did you know that butterflies begm life in an entLrey different form? These
extraarollnary creatures underga a process known as metamarphasls, in which an insect or
amphlbian transitions from an immature stage to afully ole\relapecl adult. This transformation
consists of four essential stages—eqq, caterpillar, chrysalls, and adult—each playlng a vital role in
the butterfl y's devel opment.

Staqe one: The eqq 2

771e life cyc e af a butterfy beglns when a female butterf ays her tiny eggs 6@
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on plants Often, the eqgs are laid on the underside of leaves, where they will
be safe fram preolatars. /V\any eqqs (between 100 and 300 on average) are laid
at once to increase the chances of survival. Most species of butterfly eqqs take
between three and six days to hatch.

Stage two: The caterpillar

Once the caterpillar is reacly, it will hatch out of the eqq. The primary aim
of the new-born caterpillar is to eat. As soon as it hatches, it will start
eating the plant it is on before moving on to other nearby plants.
Canseauentl&/, the caterplllar grows rapldly and soon becomes too large for
its skin. As a result, this becomes extremely tlght and then spllts to reveal
a new skin underneath. This process is repeatecl four or five times as the caterplllar grows.
Durlng this important phase, caterplllars can grow up to one hundred times larger. Grawlng
rapldly is part of a caterplllar's survival strateqy because, at this stage of their life cycle,
they are extremely vulnerable to predators. In order to have the best chance of survival, they
need to reach the next stage (pupaticm) as qulckly as passlble.

Stage three: The pupa

When the caterplllar is fully grown, it transforms itself into a pupa. The pupa
will usuall&/ be attached beneath a leaf or branch and shed its skin one last time
to expose the chrysalls - also known as a pupa shell - underneath. Whilst the
caterpillar is inside the chrysalls, marvellous changes are happeru‘ng. The
caterpillar changes into a butterfly thraugh the process of metamarphosis. Most
butterflies emerge from their chrysallses in about ten to fourteen clays, however,
this duration varies dependlng on the species and the temperature of the
environment.

Stage four: The butterfly

As soon as the butterfly is ready to emerge, the chrysalls spllts open. The butterfly has

to wait between thlrty minutes and two hours for its wings to drH before it can fly. The

new butterfly will live for around two weeks. Durlng this time, it has a few very

important jabs: find its food source from plants and flowers, search for a mate

and choose a suitable plant to lay its eqgs on. Once the eqgs are laid, the whole — =a ——a o

life cycle begins again. Bum,ﬂ,,@
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