Into the Wood.s

One step at a time, Lara crept down the stairs. At the bottom, she
Iaau,so,d but all that she could hear was hlood thumptng in herears. If she
was q,uLc/c, she'd be hack before her parents noticed.

. Twcmty minutes later, she entered Harrow-
Woods. /n,stan,tly, the su,n,LLght dLsap,lo,eared and
black, guivering leaves hung over her.
Branches scratched her face and IauLLed at her
hair. Under her feet, the grmm,d was uneven
because it was covered in mossy tree roots.
ALthough the spring oLay was warm, she
pu[[ed, her cout tightzr around her.

Wart[y, she turned the corner in the dmpxast
part of the woods. After a few moments, she heard the wind awaken in
the woods. The water in the stream rilo,plzd, the trees rustled and a damp
patal landed on her cheek. Lara shivered. Behind her, somthtng creaked.
What was that? She vvhtpp;ad round but there was rwthtng. Lara ran. She
was swre she could hear somp,th'mg crac/cmg the dried twigs behind her as
she slozd through, the woods. Terrified, she didn't stop until she reached
the b,(ggest ouk tree, where she Iaau,sed to- catch her hreath.

Sud,denty, she heard a voice. She looked up to
see a b,oy and 9ui a few metres behind her
Would you like to play with us? cried a boy,
ahout Lara's age.

Ok, no thank you," rep['w,d Lara as she
straightenzd up.

Where are you go‘mg?" asked the gui, swinging
on a tree branch.

‘Nowhere,” answered Lara, continuing along the
Iaath.

Lara shook her head. How SLUH of her for bzmg scared! A few steps later
and she was out of the woods. Careful[y, she crossed the road, jan,gl‘mg
the money in her Iaor,/cet. Now-, which sweets would she b,u,y?




